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Description

While the urban design studio for the urban transformation of Sai Ying Pun deals with the regeneration of an historical 
site on Hong Kong Island, the Hung Shui Kiu urban design studio deals with new development on a large site within the 
North West New Territories that has been selected as a New Development Area.

The objective of the Hung Shui Kiu studio project will be to produce, in parallel with the work currently being developed 
for the proposed new town by various public and private bodies, a set of radical proposals for the future, and to evaluate 
these projects not only in terms of their potential sustainability but also in terms of broader intentions that could make of 
Hung Shui Kiu an “ideal city” on a par with Hong Kong: in terms of aesthetics, distinctive identity, sense of place, diversity 
and enjoyment.

The students will be asked to first make strategic urban design proposals addressing the whole site of the NDA and 
secondly to make detailed urban design proposals for different sectors within this overall strategy for the new town. 

So far, Hong Kong’s new towns have been far too bland: Hung Shui Kiu must be not only sustainable but also memora-
ble: it must aim to be an ideal city.

Objectives

The overall objective of this studio is to come up with a wide range of urban design proposals for the new town, dem-
onstrating both a realistic understanding of feasible development alternatives as well as a creative approach to radical 
and experimental urban design.

The pedagogical process will be as follows:
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1 Background research on ideal cities and new towns.

The students will be introduced to the world history of new towns, including recent and contemporary projects. The aim 
of this research is to give them a firm understanding of key precedents.

 1.1 The Ideal city

  Historically, from the Renaissance onwards.

  Now. The importance of new objectives and sustainability.

 1.2 New town projects

  New towns, world-wide

  New towns in China

  New towns in Hong Kong

 1.3 Urban form typologies

  Historical and contemporary urban typologies

  Urban form and changing architectural typologies in Hong Kong

Site analysis

In parallel with the background research outlined above, the students will be expected to undertake a detailed analysis 
of the Hung Shui Kiu NDA, under six key aspects:

 1.4 Geography. Topography, hydrology, climate.

 1.5 History

 1.6 Culture

 1.7 Infrastructure. Road and rail networks. Waterways. Energy, water and waste.

 1.8 Built form of existing villages and settlements 

 1.9 Landscape and open space.

2 Urban design objectives and development programme.

Based on the background research and on the site analysis, each student will be asked to define his (her) design 
objectives for the new town project as well as a development programme in terms of population targets, land use and 
infrastructure.

 2.1 Objectives

 2.2 Development brief

  2.2.1. Urban Design Studio projects

The students will be requested to work at two interrelated scales: strategic (initially) and detailed (subsequently).

 2.3 Strategic design.

  2.3.1: Stage 1: Conceptual strategic design.

  2.3.1: Stage 2: Preliminary strategic design

  2.3.2: Stage 3: Final strategic design.

 2.4 Detailed design:

  2.4.1: Stage 1: Conceptual detailed design.

  2.4.2: Stage 2: Preliminary detailed design.

  2.4.3: Stage 2: Final detailed design.



3 Deliverables

 3.1 Item 1. Background research.

 - Written essay on precedents of ideal cities and new towns (Individual work. 2000 words).  
 Topics to be chosen in consultation with the instructor.

 3.2 Item 2. Site analysis.

 - Written summary of site analysis (Group work. 2000 words)

	
 3.3 Item 3. Objectives and programme.

 - Item 3.1: Objectives

 - Written description of addressed issues and design intensions (500 words)

 - Item 3.2: Programme

 - Written description of proposed development programme (500 words)

 3.4 Item 4. Studio projects

 -  Item 4.1. Strategic design

 - Overall site model at a scale of 1:1000 (group work)

 - Model and drawings of strategic proposal at a scale of 1:1000 (individual work)

 - Phasing plans at 3 stages of development, at a scale of 1:2000

 - Item 4.2. Detailed design

 - Design drawings and models at a scale of 1:500 / 1:200

 - Detailed studies, montages and perspectives showing the intended qualities of built  
 form and public spaces.

 - Statements of addressed issues and design intentions should be formulated in text  
 and drawings and uploaded on the course website. With progression of the design  
 project they should be revised and updated.

 - Research findings and projects will be gathered in a joint studio booklet. All students  
 have to submit a digital documentation.

 - Montages and perspectives study of public spaces and city image

 3.5 Item 5. Overall

 - Urban Design Report:         
 Final individual submission describing the final urban design studio projects (both   
 strategic and detailed) within a broader theoretical perspective (5000 words).

 - Urban Design Portfolio:         
 Portfolio compiling all the graphic work done within the Studio, from the early research  
 work to the final design projects.

 - Catalogue:          
 Publication documenting in a summary form all the urban design projects developed  
 during the studio by all the students (group work)

 - Exhibition:          
 Public presentation of the work accomplished by the Studio (group work).

 - Digital documentation         
 Digital documentation of group and individual work is compulsory after the final  
 review.



Learning Outcomes

• Fundamental knowledge of the history and theory of urban design

• Knowledge of current research methods in urban design.

• Ability to formulate individual research topics and approaches 

• Ability to develop individual urban design approaches in the context of contemporary urban theory. 

• Advancement of design skills 

• Advancement of teamwork abilities 

• Advancement of presentation skills (verbal presentations, drawing, computer modeling, physical model making, 
multimedia presentations, website design, publication) 

Assessment scheme

• Research: 40% 

• Individual Design Project: 60% 

(A student must pass both components to pass the course)

	
Course Format

This studio is offered jointly by the Master of Architecture and MSc in Urban Design Program to give students the op-
portunity for a more interdisciplinary and integrated learning experience.   

Part of the studio is a joint workshop with the partner universities of the IFOU network (ifou.org) at CUHK.

Required readings:

Recommended readings

More comprehensive reading list will be distributed in the first day of class.

Schedule

TBC
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MArch [X]  yes / MSc in Urban Design [X]  No

IMPORTANT NOTE TO STUDENTS:

Attention is drawn to University policy and regulations on honesty in academic work, and to the disciplinary guidelines 
and procedures applicable to breaches of such policy and regulations. Details may be found at http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/
policy/academichonesty/ . With each assignment, students will be required to submit a statement that they are aware of 
these policies, regulations, guidelines and procedures.


